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THE SUN, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1919.

More Boomed Against Than Booming in the Oil Fields of Texas'
Venturing Info Wichita Falls wuJ ESgfl J&ffi Ift-to-

r Versed Now in Haberdashery, Right Handed Gush,

a Silk $hirt and Intro the Rang.er Dis-

trict
ers, Lingo" of Amateur Geologists, Ways, of Brokers

Minus Rubber Boots, the Fortune ; When They Outnumber Investors 16 to 1 and

Seeker Feels He HasNobody but Him-seJfto:Bla-
me lm'.

Hotels Where You Register but Get No

for Emerging Millionless J-- Room, He Is Eager to. Try It Again

By HINTON
ITER a month spent Iri an at-

temptA to establish the pr'overb- -

Iftl fortune from the conven-

tional ihos string, I Have emerged
from the oil fields or frtttis witn the
shoe string considerably frayed, the
fortune unrealized and a distinct feel-

ing that I havo been more boomed
again t than booming.

Now that It Is all over, I am willing
to admit that It was probably my own
fault, for I went Into the Burkburnctt
district without a silk shirt and Into
the Hanger field without a pair of
rubber boot. Thcso omissions Were
alone surtlclent to prevent me from
succeeding.

A silk khlrt Is the elno qua non, the
modus operandi and the vado mecum
of oil --prosperity In the. district cen-
tring about Wichita Falls, which Is the
mecca of tho shoo String adventurers.
To go Into Wichita Kails without ft
silk shirt Is a breach of etiquette. To
tomo out minus a silk shirt Is not a
serious matter, on the theory doubtless
thai to get out with any kind ot shirt
is dommendnblt Hut to go In without
ena Is to brand oneself as the sheer-
est tenderfoot and one need expect
littlo consideration from tho oleaginous
outfit If garbed In the madras of the
millionless.

A Bad Start.
From the very moment of my entry

Into the oil belt I was persona non
grata. Hotels wouldn't lot me register,
restaurants wouldn't toko time to feed
mo and even tho nowsboys hesitated
to offer their wares In my presence,
deterred largely, I am led to believe,
because the silken sheen of the select
shirting was not apparent In my outfit-
ting. ,

Perhaps I should modify this state-
ment, tho hotels did permit mo to
i agister. They have large registers
and welcomo the addition of new
names, but they didn't provide me with
a room. At ono time 1 'came rather
close to getting a room, because a
clerk told me that as soon as ono of
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the nine men occupying cots la the
ladles' parlor of the hotel made his
departure I was seventh on the list In
line for tho cot. I was only fh Wichita
Tails for two winks and I never got
quite within speaking distance- of tho
cot. But I registered almost every day.
While 1 was waiting for my bhoe
fctrlntr to bocome a million I spent my
idle hours lp registering at various
hoU.

In time I found a pleasant cot In a
tent on the outskirts of tho town, which
I leased under fairly convenient cir-
cumstances. I was permitted to occupy
the cot up to 7 o'clock each morning,
when I vacated' 'to make room for a
driller who, being very plutocratic,
demanded rest Immediately after re-
turning from a night shift In the oil
field.

It has occurred to mo since leavlnj
the district that I could have marts

' profitable uto of tho ct that I slept
I tn the same cot fti a driller from the

oil field. Such proximity to Inside In
f for atlon could' hav 'bten bandleo.

GILMORE.
advantageously, I now feel sure, be.
cause ins Ida Information Is greatly
craved and occasionally exploited In
the oil belt.

For Instdhce, I might have over-
heard this driller talking In his sleep,
lie might have said something about
the geological outlook on some partic-
ular well. Armed with this Informa-
tion and appropriately dressed In a
silk shirt I could havo circulated
quietly among a few obsorvant shoe-stringe-

at tho oil stock exchange and
by adroit use of my sure flro tip I
think X might have manipulated mat-
ters In a way that would have netted
me a certain profit But I didn't think
of the scheme until It was entirely too
late.

Demand Inside Information,.
The oil boomers desire InMde Infor-

mation. They ore constantly looking
for underground tips, so to speak.
Above all they dote on geology. Ani
right here It may bo woll to advise
those who are thinking of going to
Texas to make a million In a month tn
post themselves on geology. Ignor-
ance of that subject was another fault
In my armor. I never had felt the
need of geology In my whole life. I
am Interested In phenology and zool-
ogy, but geology never seemed Impor-
tant. I was wrong. Geology Is every-
thing In the oil fields and every oil
man must be an amateur geologist.

The wholo State of Texas has been
charted by geologists and maps can
be bought showing the different geo-
logical formations. These are very
protty maps, but the names of the dif-
ferent geological structures arV ex-
tremely hard to pronounce. There Is
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a nice, y pink patch of gool- -
ogy wnicn they call tho Pennsylvania
formation. How a Pennsylvania for-
mation happened to be away down
there was always a puzzle to mc, but
It's there and I soon learned to

It. But as soon as I got out
ot the Pennsylvania pink I was totally
Ignorant again. I could only discuss
leases In the Pennsylvania formation
and that undoubtedly cut down my
chances to succeed. A discouraged
farmer from Iowa wanted to give mo
a lease for transportation back to Des
Moines, but I couldn't take it becauso
I suddenly discovered to my profound
dltmay that tho lease crept ovor Into
a dark green geological formation that
I couldn't speel or pronouueo.

I'ernilnn u Keir rormnflon.
After I And been around Wichita

Falls for a while I added another for-
mation to my fund of geology. This
was an Irregular yellow arrangement
which I believe they called tho Per-
mian, but I 'never liked the Permian
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as woll as I did tho Pennsylvania.
There aro a great many other forma-
tions of various sizes and colors. They
make a very Imposing map, but they
are very dirtlcult to speak of In public

That Is Just ono of tho geological
matters tho shocstrlngcr must mas-
ter. Another Is tho quettlon of strata
tnrough Which an oil well Is drilled.
Before going to Texas I Imagined that
they simply drilled a hole In tho
ground nnd let It go at that. On the
contrary, a driller tlnds moro scenery
on the way down than the average
tourist does on a transcontinental
Journey. Every day brings a new
shale or a new lino or possibly a new
sand. Tho driller Usually semis post-
cards to his friends In Tulsa saytng:
"rasscd through tho black lino forma-
tion y. Having a good time.
Wish you wero with mo."

ft"

Some of these strata are as hard to I

WICHITA

pronounco as tho formations. I soon
learned of ono they call tho Smlthwlck
hale, and I did practically all of my

conversational drilling In tliat layer.
Occasionally I nllpped down a little
further nnd drlVe'd verbally in the
Marble Kails formation, but II did my
best work In tho Smlthwlck shale. I
talked about that particular shalo so
muclwhcn I was, In Texas that I be-

gan to havo a great personal admira-
tion for 'Mr. Smlthwlck, and although
I never mot hUn I aro btlll very glad
to have the opportunity now and then
to say a good word for his shale.

There aro other little geological facts
that tho prospective petroleum pluto-
crat should learn before going to
Texas. It Is well, for example, to have
a strong fondness for an anticline and
fi be nble to speak disrespectfully of
a syncltne. An anticline, as far as I
havo been cblo to learn, is a hump of
a hill bencuth which the oil is sup-
posed to lurk, and a iyncllnJ belnr
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the black sheep of tho cllne family, la
a low place where oil wouldn't be dis-

covered for anything. One of the best
outdoor pastimes in Texas Is to go
out In on automobllo at $t ait hour
and hunt anticlines.

There aro dosons of professional
geologists In Texas who hunt anti-
clines for $100 a day nnd all ammuni-
tion furnished. Any company desiring
to catch an anticline oHvo and bring
It Into Wichita Falls ahd tamo It can
lilro one of thcso geologists and ac-
complish tho desired result In a couplo
ot days, Tho professional geologist Is
a man ot Wisdom. He proves it by
Investing In oil well only on very
rare occasions.

Thus far the geologists have not
definitely statod Just where the oil
really originated. As a result of their
silence several theories aro abroad.
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One Is that the oil Is the exudation of
great masses of vegetation away back
In the carboniferous era. Others
claim that the oil comes from great
schools of fish Imprisoned In ages past
by some great cataclysm. After look-
ing ovr the oil field and observing the
trend ot speculation I am Inclined to
accept tho fish theory as being cor-

rect.
The geological map Is Just ono of tho

wiiU decorations to be seen In the of--

PA

flees of the oil companies. There Is also
the Inevitable map of tho Burkburnett
district or the Banger field, depending
upon the location tn which ono hap-
pens to bo shoestrlnglng at tho time.
Although tho oil field maps aro not as
attractive to some as the geological
maps, the latter being highly colored
and looking like tho cut-o- ut dolly sec-

tion of the Sunday nowspaper, I pre-
fer the oil field atlas.

Such a mnp la literally filled with
oil derricks and most of tho wells are
spoiitlng oil. Looking at one ot these
blue prints, one feels that a trcmen- -
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dous amount of oil Is going to waste.
In real life nn oil well Is shortly har-
nessed to a pipe line, but on a blue
print the precious petroleum Bpouts
Into tho skyline with nn utter disre-
gard of the price of gasolene.

All oil men are natural artists and
they puon learn to draw an "oil derrick
with the oil flowing gracefully and
bountifully over the top of the rig. It
gets to be a habit In a little while,
this thing of drawing derricks, Tho

. fi

averago oil hunter when he goes into
a telephone both to call up his bank
by long distance idles away the delay
by drawing oil derricks on the wall of
the telephone booth.

Ono odd thing about theso oil maps
Is that the gushers are all spouting
In tho same direction. I asked a largo
number of hotel clerks why the oil
alwayn spouts over tho right hand
side of tho well, but they could not
explain It. Tho only possible reason
that I can see Is that there must be
a strong wind from the west which
blows' the oil In nn easterly direction.

In this connection I heard a very sd
story of a young man from Ohio who
went to Texas to got 'rich. Ho cap-
tured a ferocious young antlcllno,
formed an oil company and put his
atock on tho market. Everything
went along splendidly until some
critical Toxnn discovered that tho
gushere on tho Ohloan'a, oil map
gushed to tho left instead of the right.
Tho public would not havo anything
to do with a left handed oil well and
the company failed.

There'a Much In a Xame.tNext In Importance to a silk shirt,
a good antlcllno and a bunch of right
handed blue print guaher.-th-e essen-
tial element In tho formation of an
oil company Is a good name. The more
ono sees of the rhythmic, fanciful
titles now In use In Texas tho ntranger
It seems that Mr. Rockefeller could
have succeeded with a company
named the Standard. The men who
namo tho collars And th summer re-
sorts could take primary lessons from
these Texas oil men on the subject ot
beautiful nomenclature.

Oil companies aro not to bo chris-
tened hastily, like children or battle- -
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ships. The maii who plans to pat la
tho name for lialf of the capital Hoc'
of n company first bathes his soul
rapturous music, drinks divinely i
tho Inspiring sprlngB of poetry, ortina case of tho nearest poaiible
nnd then goeR Into a beatlfle trancj
daring which the name suddenly bund
upon him. This name brealhci ro.
mance. Idealism, dividend, silk ih(tl,

everything that a shocstrlnger holfo

dear.

Golden Cycle, Thrift. Texas CTK
Eureka, Waurlka, Wcwona- - these art
actual names of actual wells In Texu
nnd serve to lllustrato tho surge of

emotion thnt must engulf the oul of

the shoestrlnger as he gnzes for the

first time upoft the Vers libra of n

oil exchange bulletin board,
Since coming away from Texas I

havo been giving considerable tliought
to compounding a nnmo for nn oil

company, and I have gono nliout tb

Job in a thoroughly practical way by

dovlslng a formula which ousM tJ
produco n moat fascinating into Mr

recipe catls for ono part Pullman or,
two pnrts raco horse, a pprmkle cl

private yaeht; sweeten with n

lump of shaving cream, add real
to taste, nnd then drop

raisin In It, Bring this .M non t

a boll nnd allow It to coo) Monty In a

dark closet, and you will linvf a nam

that will stand out like a rtRl r tiandal
gusher on a lonely anticline

"Illp" Tlirrr Too.
Drilling for oil Is just nne of tin

many ways of collecting a mmpetence
In the oil fields. I am led to thli
conclusion by tho fact that com ont
dropped out ot tho oil business lone

onough to remove, deftly and taste,
fully, tho relatively small but odi-
ously important sum of J 60 from th

Inside lining ot my tightly tmttonel
coat as I stood listening, entranced,
as a curbstono salesman tn Wichita
Falls explained how easy It li to r't
'rich In Texas, t didn't miss the monty

until the curb Mnn nlpnian had

succeeded in convincing mo that I

was on the threshold of llfo's greattd
opportunity. It was only when I

tried to buy somo of tho unroralM!
oil stock that I discovered the lo.

Ono of tho most popular wny
get rich In Texas is to be a 'iroVer.

A broker In oil flold parlan.-- Is a mit
who paya J75 a month fur .lesk ipN
In tho rear of a shoo M.lni g

and does busings n tk

sidewalk and In tho hotel ionics
There aro 3,000 brokers i WlcWt

Falls alone, but It seems to Hie ,u41

visitor that there aro nlno or tea

thousand. This can bo explained W

the singular fact that nn oil broker U

throe times oa busy as tho avert
man. With so many brokers at wont

In a relatively small space 't obt

ously is Impossible for them to

from getting mixed up In ea. n other"

transactions. When two or w V
thus engaged In a single dca
spilt the commission. It ts t un-

usual for a commission to t

among as many as slxtoc roKri
This means that there nr exttfj
brokers to one Investor and
ratio that mnkos the orlKi' a Ute
to one seem somnolent nnfl ,rn,"u7,!.
comparison. Nothing is r. xcttM

than to see sixteen brokns ,un ...
Arm.. rH.ln ctriot 111 V1 f

on the trail of a lone In'
investor hasn't a chnnco jo
circumstances. '!a- -

Brokers lire to ni.n.ii' urelfoption habit ban heron s

fnstcned upon the. oil
' ' ipUorJ

can bo sold on anything '

lease to-- a place In tho Ur. '

to a seat In a restaurant aal
One of tho most lntercs

Continued on i'vt ltt- -


